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however, on the scale of the two preceding decades. Despite the
general feeling of relief at the ending of a time when war had
been almost a normal feature in the life of Europe, and some
well-meant efforts to promote international peace, there were
not a few conditions that tended to disturb it.

The great Revolution was a recent memory that assumed
divergent aspects in the popular mind. For some it was a
glorious effort for national freedom; for others an infamous
attack upon law, order, and religion that had ended, and could
only end, in the despotism of the sword. All over Europe in the
official mind efforts for the reform even of flagrant abuses were
liable to be branded as revolutionary sedition.

Moderate men on both sides were opposed to violent measures
either for the support of law and order or the promotion of
reform; but such men always have to risk being regarded as
mere theorists or timid time-servers. Militant Liberalism and
reactionary Conservatism led to armed strife in many countries,
and some of these movements resulted in foreign intervention
and international wars.

Other conflicts of the period had their source in the assertion
of the right of a people under alien rule to claim its independence
as a State. It was no new idea, but perhaps Lord Acton was
right in asserting that in its modern form this 'principle of
nationality* became a factor in international affairs when Poland
was partitioned, for as he puts it, 'thenceforward there was a
nation demanding to be united in a State'. Men who had fought
in the wars of Napoleon's days found ready employment in the
civil strife and insurrectionary movements of these after-years.
Some of them played a prominent part in the revolt of Spanish
America against the homeland. Others fought for the Greeks
against the Turks. When the Tsar took advantage of the Sul-
tan's difficulties to send an army across the Danube, though
England was nominally at peace with Turkey a British admiral
commanded the combined English, French, and Russian
squadrons that destroyed the Turco-Egyptian fleet in the Bay
of Navarino.

In 1830 France seized Algiers. On the morrow of this victory